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CONCLUSION

The study of political dynamics of a micro region, Andhra, during a
transitory period may not allow us to draw a convincing conclusion on the
contemporary political scenario. However, certain hypothetical formula-
tions may be attempted on the beginnings of colonial rule and its ranmifica-
tions. This academic exercise may enable us to correlate them to the
developments in other regions and to form the basis for further enquiry.

Andhra was ruled by a number of dynasties from outside its region
fairly wide spaced between one another over the historical period. But the
period under study is significant because the political power changed hands
from the natives to a foreign trading company. The interplay of the local and
external political forces, thus, offers an interesting study to observe the
political process through which the real transfer of power was effected.

Andhra region seemed always under pressure from the rising dynas-
ties in the hinter land. The Gajapathis of Orissa to its north, the Cholas from
its South, the Kakatiyas and Qutb shahis from its west competed with the
other contemporary dynasties to subjugate and bring the region under their
direct control during the medieval times.
The Qutub shahi rule over Andhra contributed to the economic
development in the spheres of industry and trade since their rule continued
for more than one and a half centuries through a well-knit administrative net
work* They brought the region under their firm control by instituting the
Zamindary system to look after the revenue administration, justice and law
and order besides maintaining sufficient force to combat the external enemy.
The Zamindars were granted personal jagirs either for life or on hereditary
basis for their loyal service to the state. However, these Zamindars were also